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It has beon reported to me that both Alr Force and our own
interest in the security aspects of the WS-117L progran have resulted in
an {wmproved situation and & general tightening up. However, in
this connection, articles which appear in news media referring to
W3-11TL cause me continuing concern. Wwhile I recognize that we are
not re;ponsible for nor can we control the skillful, speculative
probing of good technical reporters, we nuat nevertheless do our very
best to prevent the exposure qf the highly sensitive projects in
uhlﬁh we are engaged. In this connection, one of the most alarming
aspects is the frequency with which speculation appears relative to
"Sky Spies." 8ince it has now been released openly that the Thor
boosted portion of cur progrem (now called DISCOVERER) 1; oriented
to serve other valid objectives, it appears that our security problem
can be 4ivided into two porticns which may make their solution

acmevwhat easier.
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cqup-ent of worthvhile resolving pover, within required weight snd
l‘ptoo limitations, woh will produce results of significent value
1nth.etineponodwobothhlm in mind.

\!; have, therefore, discouraged the specific proposals that have
oome our vy and request that you do ‘the asame, An added reason Lo

this xind of action (waich, of course, we camnot usa vhen talling to

those making such proposals) is that the complication of a

reconneiszeance sission added to the already sensitive nature of some
of the Thor-boosted shots could cause unsolvsble cemmplicaticus.

We would, of course, be interested in hearing fxom you om an

‘informal basis &8 to your evalustion of the feastbility of eny such

ﬁrepo‘cdl lf-i:hej seem sppliceble in the ysars to come.
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We Teconusissance proposals.
.M you are svare nAm a fairly extensive study of the general
mqulrwf for aa .et.rly satellits reconnaissance cspahﬂity and
of the technical possibility of meeting the necessary users requirements,
@&l @hat a3 & result the Thor recornaissance progrea was cancelled.
W aimilarly heve bean tpprouchod. recently by individuals,
pouthl;tm the same sources, who have advanced ideas similar to
mm mmw in your iotter. As & result ve bave caused

ST _.l'@lﬁ?l‘e-fummt of the situation to i)e nade by a vmvhimy R

. alifted o4 boc camittee hesded Uy Dr. Biwin Lead. Because of
' bc:thuoholoaal aad political secnrity problems, this otudy has

'bm e vithout very much fenfare. Nowever, 1& results were such

a5 to convinos us that it is not really possible to sonstruct comera
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ﬁittmt and possibly more attractive capabilities. In all cases
ﬁay ars luzked to & Thor-boosted cspebility since we have mada the
companios concerned reall:c that an Atlas-boosted opsrational

| fmmw prior to the regularly progr-;»d data-link system is

' m of the questica.

o As I havs indicated previously, I would like to hm':vmr gmeral
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This letter coafirms and extends to scme extent the Temerks

I recently made to you. It has become relatively coemon kmowledge
Ln‘ portions of inrdustry that the reconnalssance system proposed
for Bentry irvolvas the transmission by electrical moans of
information collected by a relatively long lived satellite.

In general, it hee nat (been) difficult to deduce the time

scales involved snd the period within which we would have progrmmed

. & elgnificant ospabllity.

*As & result of the shove ixmugn and as & result of the DISCOVERER
*Mﬁ, we have besn spproechsd, rather privstely, by'c w.q:io
of mara.l\ho would like to provide satellite payloads conelsting of
Tecoverable cameras. ‘The basic notion is that they can fill e gnp
m'.tor to ths time at vhich the data-link system can Dde apera.tionalnv

They speak of other advantsges vhich they belleve attractive as well.
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has aroused public seatiment in this country and abrosd to the
'MWti“MMWuaMtwuqum
ghsture. Most press speculation cultivates such fear. It is,
'ﬁeufom, encunbent upon us that we be more than ususlly careful in
éecurity provisionas ap;.;liccble to our JENTRY payloeds.

The avove thoughts ar» ‘aportant <o us at Loctheed not only
froe & netional interest point of view but aleo for strictly corporete
reasons. We can be proud of our performsnce in the past relative
to espacially seocure progrsms. We wish to cultivate to the maximm
extast possible a reputation for ln.ndling such programs vith the grestest

. mmtim wd vith a msximm degres of real security. As you know

Tk

. reputation of this kind will be relatively unique and ¥ill atd us ia
- farther work of any kind requiring these qualificatioas.
Will you insure that these cautions are passed on to the key

personnel in the X A braach?
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‘?f}"n you cnd‘;‘li;it;digulﬁoi:of other pfqbla are avare, there
are scme pnyloadu‘in the DIBCOVERER prograsm vhich are quite sensitive
and have to 4o vith the military exploitation of space capabilities
for objectives other tham reconnaissance. We need to bear continuously
in Iiné tpat we and the Ailr Force run the risk of having the DISCGVEREﬁ
prograa drestically interferred with or reduced if idle speculation
' causes apprehension by those who have authorized the sensitive paylosds
thet their real purpose may be politically unachievable through
‘association ig the public mind with s recomnaissance objective.

As to the SENTRY series, it is commonly accepted by the nevs
modis (although without officiel basis) that its purpose is reccansissance.
!buf key people should recognize that the security probleam surrcunding
the aa&ion'g first reoconnaissance efforts with -.tnlliteﬁ ars not oalj
military but political. Even though we n;y have a technically

perfected system, we may not be permitted to use it if idle speculation
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